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/1943 Moto Guzzi Superalce Duoposto
W

America’s Largest Antique
Motorcycle Classifieds

“NOW 40 PAGES”

THIS NEW CLASSIFIED IS FOR THOSE WITH ANTIQUE,
CLASSIC AND CURRENT BIKES 'FOR SALE' OR 'WANTED!'
ADS FOR PARTS, SERVICES AND MEETS ARE WELCOMED.




1943 Moto Guzzi Superalce
(Super Elk) 500cc Test

“DIS ISSA DA ONE YOU ALL A BEEN WAITING FOR" What motorcycle
lays down,runs backward,hag” the flywheel on the outside of the

engine? 0.K.. . .how abou¥ two sets of handlebars and a rear

~SnSpENnsTOn BYSCEW Phat i4 under the engine! This is it.

. {
2.4 oy
The whole bike is very}{ndsual compared to other bikes we usually
see and ride. The first impression is how many odd features
are found. The kickstarter gear is really exposed, and will
give a long swing. I sat on the bike,brought it up to compression
hit the compression release a bit and gave a good hard kick.

The rocker shift lever also acts as a kick starter stop! The back
part of the shifter lines up with the middle of your shin! This
is a very effective stop. As I watched a little blood appear,I
decided to try other methods. It turns out that by lowering

the rear handlebars and kicking from the side, it can be started
without the shin stop. Engaging first gear and shifting will
get you a bit of a 'erunch' each time, as this is likely not a
constant mesh transmission from its sound. This military model
has a nice rifle clamp by your right leg which would be very
handy in some of Chicago's downtown traffic. The first gear

is very low which would be expected, but once into the higher
gears, it rolls along very well.

Horsepower rating is something like 18.5 @ 4300 RPM. Top speed
while not timed would seem to be 75 MPH. A later model "Falcone"
of 1952 did a timed 101 MPH in a CYCLE magazine test. The Falcone
is an updated sport model off this design. For a while the speed
of 132 MPH was advertised as a factory record by a Falcone, so
they could be made to roll along quite well.

You know when I was mentioning the strange features at the
beginning of the ride, I don't know how I overlooked this one
because the first time you go for the rear brake. . it ain't
there where we are all used to looking for one. Nope, it is on
the left side, but you operate it with your HEEL! Why? Who
knows, but thats they way on the Falcone models too. It is
very akward to try to remember that each stop and control is
not at all .smooth, at least by this rider.

Everywhere we went and stopped we drew a real crowd. Especially
when you were oiling the valve stems. What you ask? Yes, the
huge hairpin valve sprimngs, part of the rockers and valve stems
are hanging out in the open, and as the engine is horizontal, no
oil gets to the guides unless you take a little squirt can and
ocassionally oil them. It is a fun machine, wvery durable and
surprising that more of these never made it to the States. I
know how we all are on the much loved little BSA M20, and this
counterpart would be welcomed in many collections too.



Handlebars in the up position Mote extreme ground clearance.

The suspension springs in box Different!
under engine can be seen here.
Note rifle holder by seat spring.

Exhaust pipe bends to conform around
flywheel.



