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1943 Moto Gtzzi Superalce
(Super Elk) 500cc Test

'DLs  IssA DA oNE you aLL A e l ' tn  , ^ r r lnu  roR, ,  Hh3!  horo lcvc lerays  doh, lss  backuard .ha i  the  f .y rheet  on  de  ou ts id .  o f  rhe
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rh€  {ho le  t lLe  !s  vc ry /unusua l  conp. red  co  ocher  b r te6  ve  u6ua l ly
sa  dd  r ide ,  I le  a l r i r t  tnpress ion  {s  hoe @ny odd fpaLurp6
are  found The l l cksLarL€r  g . r r  i s  r .d l l y  e rp6sed,  "nd  u l  l
g ive  €  Long sHIn8.  T  s r r  on  rhe  b l \e ,b rou8hL i r  up  ro  cobpress ion
h l t  th€  coEprers ion  re1€ase a  b i r  and Eave a  eood ha id  k ick .

The locker  sh i f t  lev€r  a16o ac ts  as  a  k ick  sca i te r  s top l  The back
par t  o r  the  sh l f te r  L ines  up  r i th  the  d lddLe o f  your  sh in :  Th is
is  a  very  e f fec t i ve  s rop .  As  I  va tched a  L i r l le  b lood appear , t
d€cided to try othei rcthods. IE turns our thar by loqering
the rear ha.dlebafs and kickins fron the side, it can be started
v l t h o u !  L h e . h i n  s i o p .  E n g r g l n g  l r r s L  g p € r  a n d  s L l l t l n g  u r l l
A e t  y o u  a  b i t  o f  a  . r u c h  e . c h  ( l E e ,  a s  t l  i s  i s  l i k e l y  n o r  a
.oistant oe€h tiansntsslon fros 1ts sound. This oilitaly Eodel
has a nice rtfle clanp bt your llght leg rhich roul.t be v€ly
handy in sone of Chicago s domto@ traffic. The filst gear
is wery 1ou 'hlch eould be expected, hut once into the hiaher
Aears ,  i !  ro11s  a long very  ve l l .

fiorsepover lattng is sonerhlng lik€ 18.5 @ 4100 RPM. Top speed
shile nor tlhed qould seeh .o be 75 M?H. A later nodel "Falcone"
of 1952 did a tih€d Lol MPH in a CYCLE Da€azine test, The Falcone
i s  6 n  J p d . t e d  s p o r '  n o d e l  o C a  r h r s  d e s r s n .  F o r  a  u h l l e  r h e  s p e c d
of  132 MPH tas  adv€r t i sed  as  a  fac to ry  record  by  a  Fa lcore ,  so
they  cou ld  be  Mde to  ro11 a long q l i te  se l l .

You knou rhen I was mentioning cbe strange feattrres at the
begin ing of the ride, I don'i knor ho! i overlooked thi6 on€
becalse the ftrst tine rou co fo! che !ea. blake, lt ain'.
the ,e  &herc  re  a re  sL !  i ' sed- to  Iook ins  fo r  one.  Nope,  l '  l s  on
rhe  lc f r  s i . le ,  bu t  you  op . r " re  i r  ! iLh  your  HEEL l ^ 'hy?  tho
knors, hut ahats they ray on the lalcone oodels too. It is
wery  aku . rd  to  t ry  ro  reocobcr  thd(  pach s (op  dnd .onr ro l  i s
no t  a t  a l l  6dooth .  a t  leas t  bv  ch is  i ider .

Evert qhele r€ r€nt and stopped re dies a real .rosd. Especially
'hen you rer€ oiling the walwe srens. What you ask? Y€6, the
huge hairptn valve spltrgs, palt of the lockels and walve sten6
are hanging out tn the op€n, and as the enAine is horizoncal, no
oil gets to che euides unl€ss you rake s 1ttt1e squlrt can and' oca65tona11y oil theE. lt ls a frn 6achine, very durable and
6utpltsing that nole of these never dade it to the States. I
kn@ ho' re all are on rhe tuch loved ltttle BSA M20, and rhis
coubterpart vould be rel.oDed in n€ny collecttors roo,
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The  susPens ion  s t r i nas  i n
cnn  be  s .en
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