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V eccnro cnoss \.

MOTO GUZZI
SUPERALCE CROSS

. Un mezzo militore robusto trosformoto dol
dell'esercito Toncorre. Lo vero ontenoto delle

d iC i i ln  l ' i o  O l lo f t  fo to  J i l , !o l { ' ( i t rn .
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a specirlit; del fuoristrada moto-
ciclistico in Europa hn le sue ori
Aini che sip.rdono n€lla notle dei

trmpi.
Gij nel lontano 1909 in Cran Br€tdna
5i orEanizzarono garc dr rrdolrrili c di
ab' l l t i  su pcrcorsi  sterrntr  r  cost. l lat idi
.sp€ri t )  r  dir l ivel l i .  Pr i  t . rdi  !€nnero

,  -  r l

introdotti sul pcrcorso ftatti speciali.
p in di f f icol tosi  ed imperlr ,  sui  qu. l i  i
concorrcnti dovevrno dar provr della
loro brnurrn di duida, ed tano un vero
e proprio colhudo p€r laffidabilitl dei

Cosi queste competizioni reSohristiche
di fuoristradn vennero in Cran lrreta€na
ehi n1atr {are di trial chc si$nific! l€t-
lcralmrntr trl^'tcollaudo. E dcl l9l3
la pr ima lnlernntronal Six l )at 's Tr ial ,
gara di regolariu che si rvols. nellarco
di scr {rcrnale su Frcorsi accidrnlali c

resi  di f f ic i l i  da.rp.r i l l  naturr l i .  Lr
ISDT viene regolarmente dispubla m-
cor ogdi dolo oltre ott nt anni ad a di-
wntata la Sei Ciomi lnternazional. di
ReAolarid o di Enduro p.r di.h con un
termine dei nostri tcmpi.
Solo pii tardi, nedli anni Vanti, naaqu.
il re4olamento inglerc del r€ro a pro'
prD lrial, pin o meno come lo int.ndii-
mo o(gi. M. fu ne(li anni Trenti ch. 5i
romin(iarono i di3puLare in lnghilter-
ra. ed in seguito an€h€ in ollnda, 8el-
Cio. Francia e Cecoslovacchia. d.ll.8arc
di vclocilA in fuoristrrda su percotsi in
linea o su lunghi circuiti nell ordin. di
alcune decine di chilometri da ta.cofie.
re piir lolte.
lnutilc dirc chc rl terrcno di gara er. ir-
lo di difficolti natur.li, con rapid€ lalite
r discr i€ mozraf iato. pi€lrai . ,  4u.di .
iar{o c altrc dclizie d.l Senere. Cli in-
lksi  le chramnvano Cross Country '
(atlraverso la rampagna) usando inizial-
menle la slcrsn trrminologia Jelle gare
jppiche.
h seguito qucstr {.rc divelo(rt} in fuo-
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h olto, Ion<oo t41g'ono lo s@ Guzz oel
tcla,o c ^.11. bsFnneo . no hen.he n,
gl,o.ofo lo tuc' rro^c o('' cto pt! .onpetih
<' "c' <onftonr' dellc "rc"c rttrl/sr 85A
c Gtldo Sotur@ che etono opsn * ncl

A loto. lo lorcolb onrenore e wio lelesopt-
.o o bshtune qualh,. llollclogolno
otig'dob, 'lhcno c tnoro h rtere

nstr : rd i ,  rur( ) rv '  .hr r r r )n l r  sr r rnrh l r
1r^1 r r )  i r rJnrp la i i r . r  r
l l r l l  I r i i l r t l t ( r r r  { tLrrs l i '  s t rLrJ l r l i !  5r  r rF
t i ' ! ( ,  su l  . innrnur l .  (  r , ,nqr i r \ l i ) . r  t r ,c i ,
r  l \ , , ( r )  l r n l r r ( t s f  \ l t t i l r  n p t n r i s r o n i r t '
( r t ) l i r rn t r t i ) l . r  (  n()D \ r ) l r '  n ta i rncn!
dr l l f  (  r \ .  n&1, , . r .1 \ l r ( ) r t  L l t l l  tpoci
l , r  * . r r f  !h  t ( | l ) . r l l  i r )  l  ,ns l rndr  fur( '
fo  or{ rnrzzJt !  Jn(h!  nr l  n()s l r r  lnrsr

J i l l i  s ! r , ,ndi  n)r t l !  J !Al i
i !nnr  1 i {nt i ! .  nxnl r f  l r  A. r r f  dr  fcg i , l i l
r i l :1  r  ! \1 , l | ] r \ i ro , ,  Ni r  'U l  \ r ! ,1 , ,  i t !1r . , ,
Jr  o l t r t  r i i t t r  rnnr  l . r  r ( { , , , l r '  nr ; ' ( * r , r
nr tnt t  rnt . r rs | i r l r  n l  tLr )nr t rJJr  lLr r , )n()
r !nr lJ  r l l i '  s r ( { ,ndi '  p( ' r r r r  " r { r r rd i i ' l !
l . rzro r  l - {nnhi t rd in.
Sr  ( t rd i , r l |zzrvr ! r ) , '  A; ! r (  r '1 t r  drntornr  r j r
l l , , r r r r  I  n . l l .  pr l )vr r ) . r  dr  l l ' l rno.  Corro
r  \ . $ ( \ ( .  l . , r r . { ) r r ( n t r  ( r n r , ,  t r l ( , l i  l ( r
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/a (rho ronotonrc io nrolc dello noto lu
rono onc/re irrl,o, degl, (,llegg., ",""t "e
dt t toptnth <1.:tpd(ttonaa cntc.atc
ln botta i tt.tntao. rnott. tmnutato
(r, .,ue wnon(1,, tF' /:o. nn.rlct te.a. la

s r l | l ,  r  r r  , t o . r . I t t r  s l r ' . t J ! l r  J L  s ( r r  l ( r
I t t tnnrrn l ,  ,  n t r r | l l
l l r r  L o  r ! r p p r , r  L l t l l t  ' r t  l r t . r  r r r  f . L r r , , p a
! r : t  ' ) ' : ( r r r i r / i r r , ,  l i i  \ t . , ) n d d  { L r r r r . '
r n , n r J r . r l r  r r r i \ ( r , '  r ,  l r t r '  t L r l t .  k  i ' t l r \ r t r
: t , , r l r ! .  r n i I r \ ( , ' ! 1  r r r r r r ) l r , i i r ! i l t  n ) 1 ,
l ( \ r r l i \ l r ' a l r i  ( , ' i n  l r r t t , l ( l  l r r i t ,  n ) ,  l ( )
( \ r ) l l r r t r  \ r r r r .  . , , n l r : ( , ! ( ( )  J n l  ( ,  r r r n i ,
r  t  f ; rse ; , r , 'JLr l l rL i r  rLrr ,n i '  ob i ' Ig : ! t (  i
i ' r r l r f r t r r r  i . r  l r L \ l ! r l . r l (  r f r : r ,  n r '  I ' 4 1
r l r  | l r l r l . ! f l  r  i o r l t ! n r r ] l r r  r r a u n r n r  l ( l

] | l i  lu  ! r , In  ro l i rv ,  L i i ,  n i r  l !  \ l t r  r : ) r l r ldr ,
r l t l l t  n t r n , r  r l r  f r A r ,  \ < d t  \ ) t r . i t l L r ' l i )
\ u  t r . r f ( ) r \ r  d r  r r r r r t ' d A n J . . r  r f L f l i " r . r (
l - r l l r l :  f r l r . r  \ l rL  nr( r r :  ,  l  . ! l l r tudrnr  J t l l l

L) |Drnr  ! r rsr  ln  s t f ( r i , l i t r  r j . l  1Lr , )n\ l r . r
I\lo' .a)



ln olb, coa il br'''D il t'loto a rbb m;gib-
mlb, rno ,, rloaor! d ,bb F6g9;o.ob, Fr.
chl o 'w in cui loncor'. ci coaam. b
sF Gvzzi s*iol ca dtror; di c ina.o c
to.bb & M;ra &.o'lo. pi .otpito
& 4toklp .olbz'aai$ xt h alnz:rotp

N a nno, il v&rc a A Me Arzzi 9'.'�.
mhc, cori aac il rr,rburolom, dn oll'ry.
co cro invccc un SJ 32.
ln lEjso o tinlno, il k,hio d rtob noJ,f.
cob @tts''ottrr'.,b.hrhirn& h &$;.o
tarac.t;ona Grzzi coo h ndlc sab ;l np.
tc,? a gli o.n'..,.r;zzowi o h;zkxl., t B
M duo o,r/iro.litzotui id.o,Jlki
td Gilxo bsoanocrosl cd il &E

ta troln o &*o. h stosn slh r,tnati
qu.no o'bitlo/. A'zzi, d ot{',w. il t&'.

da. E cosi al termine del conalitto mon-
diale .i fu in tutta Europa un prolif€ra-
re di competizioni (se cosi vo(l iamo
chiamarle) di vrlocit) su Dercorsi ster-
rati e agresti. Queste ilare, piil o meno
ufficiali, di fuoristrada €rino molto fre-
quenti n€l Lazio, in Lomb.rdia. in
Emil i tRomagna e solo in un t€mDo
succesrivo ancha in Piemonte Eare di
fuoristrada venncro disDut ie nei din-
torni di Roma, a Frascati, a Ravenna,
Rimini, Lugo di Roma8na, Cavihte.
Como.
Molti dei partecipanti rima5ero gli stes.
si di prima della guerra ma ad essi se
nc aglliunsrio molti allri piil (iovani e
bellicosi. E cosi mentre nel Lazio ritor,
nano a galla i nomi ,ia visti e nominati
dei Milani, Ranieri, Villa e frrncisci rd
! loto si aggiuns€ro Passamonti, Ser-

64



r .L  r l ( ) r r r  .  (  '  r ' . ' i l lL  r r r  l . l r r  l , ; r  I t ' imi , r t r ) . !
. , r l , i t ^ ' r , ,  \ , , l L l ' r ) , \ r  l \ l l , n t r r r . ' n  ) l n \
.  r r  '  l ' , t s , , l   .  (  r l r  l . ] ' r J r h ,  ( 1 r , ,  \ I I
i  f l f i l )  f r , , ' r / r ' ! .  ( ; t  f \  I  { .  l ) r n r i ,  t ; r r r
I '  | \ .  r .  1 . 1 '  r i f  ! r  ( u | i

l i  x ! ' 1 ,  {  k  h . l l r  u l r l r r z . r l L  r r ; ! r ) , r r { ' , r . ,
, r r l l (  \ 1 r . , ( j , , l r . l | r t r { L r . r r , r  ( r , r r  \ t ( r ) d (
,  ' r r  l r r t l  r r r  rn l r l l ) { )  l t  '  i ' \ l r )s(  (  r r ( t l ( r l
.  i  r n , ) 1 , ,  J . ,  . r ' r r r , . t  z  r ) n r i  $ ) . ,  \ 1 ) t r n t
' r l l ,  

! u r l l (  r l r r L r l J D  i l r t  d t r , r r r , '  1 r , '
. ! J r r r , r l . r l , ,  l ( ) | l L r !  d t l r , , n r l r r t , )  r  l r i !
, . . r  l . r  p . r r t r  \ . 1 , 1 [ , , n (  l . '  r l r t \ . r n , i  ,
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l r r r r r  L r , , n , )  l \ r f r .  t r  t ' r r t h t  t r : r r r o  l t
t r r r  c l ) t . ! i . i ( r ,  |  ! i  \ ( , l f  r ' 1  l r \ 1 , , , , ' r t  l , l
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r r i . r .1  l l r  \ ; , r r rp, '  i , \ ' f ! ! r r r , r  r \ r ( \$)
{  l h  l r  s l $ \ f  ( . r . r t l L [ ' { r ,  } r '
, \ )  l r ] . l n ,  r  L A  d , '  r n  l r  r ' . , r l f  r , , ' t c | l , , i .
l l l  t , rL t  l , r  , r r t ( f l r ' i  t r i t r rz{ ,Ldr  r  ,  f {
, r z , , r r r e  L l L l l a  ) l i ' l r h l r \ \  ( h (  l l \ l l , '  ' L

h, . lo  o t ,6k.  lo  rs lh: . i t \ r t  Je l  t
io,o i. rt,rto nnxl,/ roro o ttrpp,,' ."11,' ,<'',
ur ft:'oro p',.qr"o/,.
t^ olt. . de.tto .l ct.a lu ,.llo < . r, r,a'
trd(,o rr,lL' (;"/r' a;o,,lx,lungor l.r.ro'd c
v\nn \ ' to . ! )  0 .  i . l , . t . la  rwo r /orc,  o
,c^o.tto o 'to41o <!cl!c orpn ntltror $1
1(' nrole:.lcno e d.lk' nrt,k"t:o .tllcretL'
ro ,i'l ,tli'ri.,dllo l,l,pID f.rl.o,r.
trr luo /,nonubrd r rtot. tnlo.zota .an
dn k, , io l .h  d '  lo . f t to  o^, l t  L \ . lN@l
rFr d/L!(r.r,k,rrd /*' (oDpi.'(r. icfxrd
,:,r.o-. oqe6te ,lo"ro . ",ti qnorrs
o.1!d, ,Jo,( '  do<( ic  o,  r . 'n ,pr  r r .u  Lolc .
ro pe'1,o olkc )20 th,l,t

v1^
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ln olb o tin!tr,j'o,ld'@rt u ptqto p h
po.in:o l.lob.! b roborrr ffi lfu.dE
v;e d l9e). Filiwb @.rno r.r|lo
eolcchidt c lctln gront Chirrd g q&lw.rc�
b lo dlroft oi td�t5i Mttti.
la ola o &tro, Cri* Aht in * & gn
DKt/ | 25 di,*dc. la *ts n#gglro
@tt bryo a W qo ueb q',oriC,ioo.
nar an a*n ol la,'oro. . td6lb a .
drc s <o.'rr rd cirtvirf criludini.
A bb. vE A)zzi 2fi ES mslonaa &
c.ots. h & c'a tuli/�'dti ^lob'r b ^r-
ollo onrin o mrol/cloorornnro i,n lo.
m,..o rron'poro J ;lporo6Ao ontdoo

conda p.rte della lu€rra adottd, € fu la
prima al mondo la forcella teleicopica,
cosiddetla tcleidr.ulic..
C) pneumatici lassellat i  5tradali  da
3.25lf,,50 ossia a profilo scolpito
D) serbatoio € parafanEha in lamiera
d acciaio
E)Cruppo termico in Ehisa
F) peso m.dio oltre i 160 kE
Il patao macchine nel nostrc paese e.a
compo3to oltre che dalle giJ menziona-
te ilatchless e ftiumph militari prove-
nienti dai camDi ARAR anche dalle ita-
liane Moto Curri CTV. Cilera E bulloni.
Benelli a$e a camme in t€sta. S€rtum
c dalle tedesche DKW a due tempi. An-
che al l '€stero e specif icltamente in
Cran Eretngna, Eelgio, Olandn € F an-
cia era tutto un prolif.rare di gare di
fuoristrada basate sulla velocit i  ma
sen?: rclolamenti ben precisi-

^/

La FIM comincib ufficialmenle rd inte-
r€ssarsi a questa sp€cialiti nel 1947 ed
orEanizzd la pfima {ara internazioMle
a souadre di tre el€menti.
ll Motnross delle Nazioni (fu la prima
volta che venne u3ato qucato termine
umcialmente) si disputd a Walsenaar in
Olanda nel 19,17 e tu appann.tltlio dell.
squadra ingles. compo6ta da Nicholson.
Rist e Riy che batta la squadr. belga.
NeSli anni segucnti la stqr3a Sara si di-
sputd in Eeldio, Inghilterr. c Swzia. Il
l9 rhaggio dcl l95l la FIM decis€ di
proclamarc con I ' inizio dcl 1952 i l
carnpionito Europco individuale di mo-
tocross della clase 5d). Il Drimo titolo
continentrle fu vinto dal b€l8a talova
su FN ieguito da un altro b€lta, Min-
tl.ls su Matchles € dall'ingl€s€ Avery su
8Sn"
Nei primi cinque anni e cio. per tutto il

periodo nel qunle il qmDionato 500 ri'
ma5e continental€ la lotta p€r il titolo
fu comb.ttuta tra piloti beldi e indleli.
poi dal 1957 (cnmpionato del mondo)
nella dirputa si inserirono vittoriosa.
mente i Diloti slrdeli.
Ma tomiamo ai fatti di c.s. nostra. Gli
cchi intcmazionali del motocrors arri-
varono anche nel nostro Daese dove. co.
me gie abbiamo detto, c era in atlo un
fenore fuoristrddistico non bene codifi-
cato ma molto altivo. Il Drimo ad inte.
raisarii al cr65 in Darticolare fu il dolt.
Francelco Costa di lmola . con lui il
civ. Curli, il tecnico Carlo M.rlo e I'ing.
Ciovannino Lurini che sotto gli iuspici
della FMI iniziarono a stilare un retlola-
mento pcr la nuova spccialitl e a ricer-
cire localiti idonee D€r rcalizzrre cam-
pi di gara. La prima competizione di
motoaross intemazional€ si disDutd ad



InoL nel parco d.ll. Acque Min€rili il
23 mat8io t9{8. La vittoria andd all'o-
lmdr$ Rielman su Matchless 3eguito
d.l b.lga Jans.n (BSA) € da un altro
b.lla. Meunicr (lliumphl. ll milliorc
d.8li itiliani lu llalo Milani (Iliumph)
ralto cla$ificato. !,|! Nlli gara parteci-
parono alt nostai connazionali qurli
Moneri (Curzi), Crieco (Sertuml, Zarui
lTriumph), Eugli  (DKWI , Erunori
lCu r r i ) .  Fa l con i  (Cuzz i ) ,  Lucch i
lltiumph), 8avi.r. (Curzi) e Alb€rtarri
(&nelli). ll primo confronto tra piloli
n rionali e bclE olandesi mite in tisal-
lo l€normc di\raio asistanle tra le dua
r.uole. Cli italiani r.mbrdvano dci Drin-
ciDianti a compelere con espcrii profas-
tionkti. Anch€ nalla s€cooda Eara inter-
nazionale svoltali iamprc a lmola nel
xttembre 1948 la musica non c.mbid.
I'in!. il b.lga J sen (BSAI davanti al-
I'inlles€ Lines (Ariel, . al b€lga Meu-
nicr (lYiumph). Tutti gli italiari si piar-
rarono alle loro s0alle a cominciare da

ihni (1"), Cenoni (5'), Montanari 6")
. Xnllai 17"'t,
Per lr prin|a volt! apgarw la 3oipcnsio-
ne lcrteriore elasti.. sulla Ariel di Li-
n s. Anche nelh gara inteanazionale di

lmola dell 'anno reguenl€ (12 , iugno
l9{9) rirnar€ s€ ibil. ildiltacco dei pi.
loti italiani dai fuoricl.r$ ltnni.ri. I
primi 3 clas.iliclti furono i $liti Lines
(GB) tu Aricl, l-ad€lwze e Meuniet, nel.
I'ordin€ lclluiti a dktanza d.i norlri Al-
bert rri, Verrecchia. Milani. Bu,li, vil-
la, Cervoni. Franrrni e zaro,
Quilche progre$o fu f.tto dai piloti di
cala tna molto ancora rc3tava da fara.
Per la prim! lolta in un Eara inlcrla-
,ional. scese in liz?. I'itiliano Filippo
lbncorre di Bari e r.ridcnte a Roma,
m!.esciallo dell'esercito ed istruttore
del corpo dci ber.glieri. non piit Siova-
nissimo c caratterizzato da un fuico da-
cillm€nte maggioralo. Era in sclla a
una Moto Curri Superalce (Droprio
quella pres€ntata in quasto s€wizio) da
lui dsso modili.ata e pr.Fnta. Elimi
nato I'impianto elett.ico e tuni gli altri
inutili orDelli, fu rinforato il tahio, al-
lunlht lc ro6p.nsioni, roctituito il rn -
nubrio cd .nche i panh{hi, iirobu3ti-
te lc pedan€ e piazrato un cuscino im-
htito rul par.tanlo posteriore.
Non siamo a aonolcanza d€l grido di
prepararion€ del motorc rrb si mormo-
r. che la terta e le cnmme fos.lero qucllc

tlplo roto du rcqi & sA gd'ru/i.t E'
h UOt 29 & &'di. C6a r,b h d,
5lfi l#''.NE0qqetaL ott'
dtqt troadrtrodidqpktlrritr..It
hb eo ligkb F*btn*t|'

dcl Condor, c6l comc il catbut torc.
Il bathsimo mn fu d.i piil fortunati ed
il noctro arca fu co3tretto al tiro du-
rdnte h priru b{teda pct guasti mec-
canici.
Nallo ltclso anno, e J€mple ad lmola, il
l8 sattembre fu orgtnirzato un moto-
crc3r a caiattare nitzionale. Non 63en-
doci i mostri 5acri esteri a fare da tam-
ponc, i piloti Ddrtrani per una volta eb-
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E' *rnprc ;l nnre:cnllo di hro loncone.
questo rols in ,alh olo r'bthbs' G 80
nel Gran *mb d ltolio o lnoh I |asiu.
gno dal 1953 S,e'5o ot$,9/,o'p',{r e !€n-

:tc}JLiDA Yieb.!0iiA
sln8l /ltxG

llotorG monocilindrico oritrontrh I
a t.mpi con crrkr motor in |cgi l{F
&n ? gruppo ttrmico in lhlr." Dr.r
vrh^ol. in tertr i|tclir|.tc richianuta
d. coDDiG di rlollc I rpillo chc bvor|.
m dlo scoo.rto.
lrbtr0ldoc! d |tt3 c bil.r|cicti rul
hto dglro
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do a ped.l.
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clcilhnta con rmmortirrrtorl idnu-
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lrott! . n3di coo ccrchi in rccldo
da tg polltci
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btro la possihilit:r di d.re sfogo al loro
entusiasmo e dr mrsurarsi tra bro al la
pari (. . .o quasil .  lr  l i t toria andd al prir
fort€ pikrta itilliano del momcntoi il ro-
mano ltalo !lilnni tTriumph 350) ssgui'
to d. Zanzi (Tyiomph 350). Fenocchio
{l latchless :}50). Ciufffedi (Matchless
:150) c buon quinb il nostro Thncorr€
sulla sua Superalcr...  spccialche si mis€
al|t  $pallc Bull i  IDKW 350), I l i l lenott i
(Cuz?i 25ll) rd un certo Cristo ,Upi in
selln a una DKIV 125 che lui stesso uti-
liza\" anch€ in lara su pista. limkan€
e giornalmente per recarsi al lavoro.
l ' i l ippo Tancorrr sul la sua Superalce
parlecipd nel 1949 !d altre Enre di mo-
tocross, nd esempio Gavirate c Collsc-

chio ottrn€ndo scmpre oncsli  piazza.
menti.  Ma i tcmpi e le moto st.vano
cambiando alla fine degli anni {0. Ed il
mutamcnlo arri\'.. Lomc al solito da ol.
tre Manica. Le lrandi cnse motocrclisti-
che inglesi inturrono immediaiamente
chr neSli anni segucnti i l  fuoristrad!
sarebbe divrnlato molto popolirrr n€lle
sue direrse special i t ir  d(l  cross, tr ial a
rcgolnrita ed approntarono modelli stu-
diati  appositamente b€nch€ di diretta
derivazione dalla serie stradal€ e !eloci"
stica. Cosi 8SA. \'.locette, AJS. Match-
less. Ari€l c Norton miscro in lenditr
p€r icorndori privatr, ma uti l izzarono
esse stesse per i loro piloti ufliciali, mo'
lo da motocross deslinate a r innovate



l ln oho. n do di loncorn w Gilarc. E' il
nmttilin.oi U tq@.& di Pl'r.olo. ro $rr
di guido no,' i &; pin orbdolt'.
N a nto. filip tort<lrrr, o &oU(lrro il
2a gugro 1956, i in db o uno Gib|rr�o.
h 6Et',�, l'inw,'t,1b cotproturo d.l .,o-
ttto..d . eli drc'.ni 6'l]lli toiatvdn in di.
&am o&oiran;ozrcrr dcth go.o di tul
diswo dC 21 giryp 19:'6.
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I intero Darco macchine ed a sednare
una svolta decisiva nel s€ltore moio-
crossistico. lr moto inglcai pir) indovi.
nate e compelitive di euesta second!
4enerazionc furono la Gold Stat ZB del-
la BSA e la CEo della Matchless.
In ltalia a quei t€mpi non c'era I impor-
tatore della BSA mentre cra molto atti-
va la ditta Ga\oni di Milano imDorbtri-
ce osclusiva delle moto Matchlcss. li co'
5i ipiloti ndtrani Dii in vista del mo-
mento acquistarono immediatamente
le G 80, moto piir potanti e nello 3tesso
lempo piir le&{€re e maneggeloli dellc
cavalcature di trovenienza militate o
stradale chr avevano portato in [hra fi-
no a qu€l momento.
Nelle classifiche delle tarc di trofeo mo-
tocross (cha diventd campion.to itali.-
no a partire dal 1953) della .la3s€ 500 i
fr i lot i  Martinel l i ,  Milani. €d i l 'nostro'
lbncorre appnNoro in sella rlle Match-
less mentre Galbiati € Albertarzi gareg-
giavano con le Gold star ZB c Buglicon
la Norton. Tutti i successi € le Diaaze
d'onore decli anni 50/51 e 52 and.rono
r buon diritto a moto orodotte in In-
ghilterta.
Poi per 4 inni . e cioa fino rl 1957 lc re'
gine del molocrors ilaliano furcno le
Doteniissime Cilcra Saturno che con-
quirtarono il titoli cons€culivi,3 per
opara di Domenico Fenocchio e con
Vinc.nro Soletti.
Anche il nostro bersaaliere super rnag.
gioralo Filippo llncorr€ .cquistd una
Saturno e continub a lottare alla n.ri
con i piar forti piloli della prinra gensra'
zione di cro$isti italiani.

I
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Vintage Motocross
MOTO GUZZI

SUPERALCE CROSS

A Robust Military Transpod Tramformed by Ma$hal Tancorre. The Tme Ancestor of
Motocross.

By Gian Pio Ottone Photos by Paolo Grana

As translated by Dorien Beneletti

Thc origins ofoff-road riding in Europ€ go back a long way.

In 1909 in Great Britain off-road motorcycle runs wer€ bing organized, onen on sp€cial
sections prepared spocifically for this purpose, The pupose being to showcase both the
motorcycle's rsliebility and the drivefs skills.

In I 9 I 3 the first Six Dry Trial was organiz€d over a rough and rugged course, The ISDT
is still run today 8fter somc 80 years. Today thc word Enduo has been added and it is an
inkmational event. ln the 20's the first nrles, as we know them today were written in
England and in the 30's actual races were run in England, Holland, Belgium and
Czechoslovakia.

In England they were call€d Cmss-Country and they followed I coutse very much as in a
C.oss{ounEy horse race. lat€r they werc called Scrambles.

These races wcrc being organized in ltaly in the later 30,s around Rom€ and Mil8n. They
often used their regular road bikes suah as Enore Villa and his Gilera 8 Bulloni, Bruno
Francisci with a Guzzi Condor, Italo Milani and Umberto Ranieri with a B€nelli siqle
cam. With the War all thes€ events came lo a stop. Howcver it was in fact the military
nceds that helped improve the design of off-road motorcycles and the dders driving
abilities. At the end of the war in all of Europe we find an increasing number of off-road
events. These events, more or less omcial, wer€ popular in the lazio arpA Lombardy ard
Ernilia Romagna and later in Piedmont

Many ofthe participants were the riders ftom before the war, but soon others joined in
such as Passarnonti, Senantoni, Cervoni, Valdinoci, Montanari, Pasolini and Grieco and
many morc.

The motorcycles used were often prewar road going bikes (no valuable racing machines)
or mititary bikes. Th€ most popula! b€ing British bikes, specially Matchless and Triumph



350 and these because they were overhead valve and with bener tuning opportunities.
Most of the event bikes had similar characteristics. Solid rear and girder front forks with
the exception ofthe Matcheless that was thew fint bike in the world to have telescopic
dampers. Early style knobby tir€s 3,2513,50 and gas tank and fenders in ste€l and an
average weigbt over 350 lbs.

In our country in addition to the already mentioDed Matchless and Triumphs, we had
Moto Guzzi CTV, Gilera 8 bulloni, Benelli ov€rh€ad cam, Sertum and Ceman 2 sfoke
DKW. Even abroad in Creat Britain, France, Belgium and Holland,lhere were many
events bas€d on spead but with no clear and definitive rules. The FIM got officially
involved in 1947 and organized the first International event 8nd it was called th€
Motocross ofNations and took place in Wass€naar in Holland, The Bitish team wirh
Nicholson, Rist, and Ray b€at the Belgian ieam. In subsequent years the same event took
place in Belgium, England, and Sweden.
On May I gth I 95 t the FIM decided to start the next year with a new European 500cc
class. The first event was won by Lelovq a Belgian on an FN, followed by anotner
Belgian, Mingels, on a Malchl€ss and an Englishman, Avery, on a BSA. Du ng the first
five years the challengen wete Belgian and British and then after I 957 the Swedes joined
ll1.

In ltaly motocross was becoming intercsting and Dr. Fr"nc€sco Costa from tmol4 with
Curli, Carlo Melo, and Count Lurani under the auspices ofth€ FMI, b€gan to outline the
new competition rules and look for suitable event venues. The first event took place at
Imola the 23rd of May 1948. The Dutchman, Reitrnann won on a Matchless followed by
the Bclgian, Jansen on a BSA ard another Belgian, Meunier on a Triumph. The best
Italian was ltalo Milani oll a Triumph. Other ltalians in artendanc€ included Monari with
(Guzzi) Grieco ( Senum), Zanzi ( Triumph), Bugli (DKW) Bruror€, Falconi, and Baviera
with Guzzi and Lucchi with Triumph and Albertrzzi with Benelli. The first race between
Belgian/Dutch riders snd the ltalians showed a great disparity as the ltalians were
definitely amateus. Even the second Intemational event at Imola in 1948 nothing
chsnged. The eve was one by the Belgian, Jansen (BSA) ahead of the British rider lines
(Ariel) and B€lgian Meunier ( Triumph). The ltalians followed with Milani 4th, Ccrvoni
5th. Montamd 6th and Zanzi 7th.

For the Iirst time we saw rcar suspemiol on Lines Ariel. The following year was no
different with the foreigners winning. Lines, Laldeveze, and Meunier. Some progrcss
was made by the ltalians but there was still some way to go, For the first time in an
International evelt we find Filippo Tancone fiom Bari but living in Rome. Marshal in
the Army and instuctor for the Bermglieri he wss not a young man and decidedly heavily
built. He lode a SuperAlc.e (the same as in this article) modified and pr€pared personally.
He eliminated all electrics and accessories, strengthened th€ fiarne, lengthened the
suspension travel, chang€d the handlebars and fenders and with a cushion on the rear
fender. We don't have definitive engine sp€cs, but it was nrmored to have the head and
cam from the Condor as well as the carb. This first event did not co well and the bike
had mechanical issues.

That year et Imola there was a National event so that no foreigne$ would be arormd and



the ltalians could race each other. Irali Mllani on a Triurnph 350 wotl this event followed
by Zanzi also on Triumph 350 and Ciufr€di Matchless 350 and in 5th plac€ Tancone.

Tancorr€ continued !o run in 1949 doing well, but times were changing. The British bike
manufacturers began building bikes specially made for thes€ events. BSA ,velocette ,
AJS, Matchless, Ariel and Norton had sp€cially built factory team bikes signaling a new
way in event riding. The most successful was the BSA Goldstar ZB and the Metchless
G80. In those days there was no BSA dealer in Italy but there was for Matchl$s. ltalian
riders soon staftd csmpaigning with the new C80 far lighter and b€tter than what was
available in ltaly at the time. Martinelli, Milani 8nd Tancorre showed up on Matchless
G80s while Galbiati 8nd Alb€rtazzi rode BSA Goldstar ZB and Bugli on Norton. During
the period 1950 to l95l, all victories wer€ on British bikes, Then for 4 years the queen of
Motocross was the Gilera Saturno and evcn our friend Tancor€ ended up riding a
Satumo.

CAPTIONS TOR THE IMAGES

Psge 60 - Title Page
Vitltage Motocross
Moio Guzzi Sup€rAlae MotoCross
A strong military transpod vehicle transfomed by the practices of Marshal Tancorre.
The tlue ancestor of the motocross motorcycle.
By Cian Pio Ottone
Photos by Paolo Grana

Page 62
Above, Tancorre brings his Guzzi up-to{ate in the frame and in the suspensions, but
although improved, his motorbike was not more competitive against the new Mstchless,
BSA and Gilera Satumo which had appeared in the meantime. Side, the ftont fork is
telescopic, to r€place the origina.l parallelogram; the brake has staysd th€ same.

Page 63
Above, despite the massive stuctur€ ofthe motorbikc, they had also tried lightening, see
the supports for the fipnt mudguard. Below, the fuel tank remained unahanged, except
for trro notches to eliminate interference with the forks.

Page 64
Above, over time the frame was improved, but the motor wo$ened, b€cause in the p€riod
when Tancone ran, his Guzzi was equipped with the special cylinder and head ofthe the
racing Dondolino, Thes€ pads have been taken by c{lleclors for use in reproductions.
Center, the flywheel is from the Guzzi Sup€rAlce, as likc thc carbur€tor, which at the
time ofracing was instead an SS32. Below Left, the rear frame has been modified
eliminating the classic Guzzi suspension with springs under the motor and friction
dampers, by adopting two hydraulia shock absorbers aDd swingarm (from the Gilera
Satumocrcss). Below RighL rhe substitution ofa big saddle to h8ndle the rcbust pilot.



Page 65
Above lefr, the front pan ofthe fiame is modified double cradle, with a pmiseworthyjob.
Above right, rear view ofthe saddle and mudguard in the style ofthe Guzzi Gambalunga!
The motorbike is painted a beautiful dark green by brush, to r€memb€r the military
origins ofthe motorbike and ofthe military service ofMarshsl Phillip Tancone. Below,
the handlebar is reinforced with plates of sheet metal, snd for lightening: in order to
complete the job Tancone was also required to submit to a diet, b€cause at the time he
weighed mor€ than 265 pounds!

Page 66
In th€ big photo, our Marshal in a curve at lmola. The physique is imposing but tbe
motorbike has b€en abundandy strengthencd. Above, other curves at the National
Motocross at Imola, Sepiember I 8, I 949. Also the clothes ate mor€ for tench work than
for racing. The Fame has been drilled and lighlened whcr€ver possiblc. Cenler, the style
of riding do€sn t s€€m very exasperating. And why is he on this stone base track working
with a liont ribbed tirc, advisable only for asphalt.

Page 68
Above leff , Tancorre pr€p&Ed for depanure. Notice the hefty suspenders (they were later
forbidden in 1969) Phillip ran without glass€s and without gloves. Who knows ifanyone
from our times still does this. Above right, Christo Alpi in the saddle to his DKW 125.
The same light motorbike with license plate attd tail light was used every day to go to
work, and sometimes also to run around the city. Center Sid€, a Cuzzi 250 PES
transformcd for motoaross. In the saddlc is Millenotti. Notice the parallelogram front
fork made of stamped she€t metal and rhe front cut doum mudguard.

Pag€ 69
A rare 2-shoke from the German school is the DKW 250 of Bugli. Like Lll the 2-strokes
ofcermany and Westem Eruope this bike is also equipped with double exhaust. The
fiame was rigid r€ar wise.

Page'10
As always the lron Marshsl Tancon€, lhis time on a Matchl$s C80 in the ltalial CP at
lmola June I 4, I 953 . Same clolhes and wilhout goggles or gloves.

Technical Specifi cations
SuperAlce
Engine: horizontal single cylinder 4-stroke with light alloy crankcase and cast iron lop
end. Two valves in a tilted head rerlvery ftom two exposed springs.
Valve timing: by push rod on the right side and rccker anns.
Bore and shoke: 88 X 82 mm,
Total displacemenl: 498.4 cc
Compression Ralio: 8: l.
Power: 26 hp at 5,500 rpm.
Ignition: Magneti Marclli
Carburation: From D€ll'Odo SS 32 (replacing a 29)
Lubrication: &y sump with gearcd delivery pump and vaJred recovery pump.



Gear change: constant mesh 4 ratios with pedal control.
Tra$mission: primary helical gears on the left.
Clurch: multiple discs in oil bath.
Frame; double cradle of tubing and she€t metal.
Fmnt su$pension: telescopic fork which rcplaced original girder with fiiction dampers.
Rear suspension: oscillating swing alm with hydraulic dampen that have replaced the
Guzzi system with sub-engine springs and ftiction damp€rs.
Wh€els: spoked steel rims 19 itches,
Brakes: hubside drum.
Tir€s: 3.50 x 19' ftont and rear, knobby tresd.
Fuel Tank: l2,5liters.
Wheelbsse length: 1555 mm.

Page 7l
Above, ajump by Tancorre on a Gilera. And thc finish staight ofPincrolo (ne8r Tudn).
The style of driving is not yery orthodox. Center, Phillip Tancorre, at Baldiss€ro (near
Turin) June 24, 1956, and in the saddle ofa ciler& Below, thc imposing build ofour
hero 8nd the enormow dlooping mustache in evidence at the priz€ celebration oftbe
competition et Baldiss€ro June 24, 1956.


