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stzff cd.ot sprc rtrnc ro tnvel as tn d.'s
gonc by Othd s.ori6 610. bc told for
reens of nadond scca.ity, lnd lf't€ndid
Prctu6 mus( regrcfi ly bc hctd oE
um no dmac. cm tBrtr iom rheir puE
Iicatio., Prcte cnherr! vtltcr in his
cdirorial o{r t9{t iscof Mort cvcute.

was cnhm Ef€'rina pcrh2p6 ; h;h-
hush detdrs of m..htn6 is.d ro lolrr.
suferins deparch ridcn in thc Bdd;f,
aml such 6 rhe l6H ^ronon, of *.hidr
nerly l0o,OOO re m.de b€rwccn 1937

Never dte, says Patdck Cllck,
after .ldtng two motor cycles,
arm€d fofces for th€ use of.

How.rd Cook do€s photo duty.

md 1945? ln acr, efr€r EsA, No.ton Ps
tbc a€cond l.r86t supplcr ofm.chtn6 to
rh. Axics durtnS rhe w!, .nd trm!,
Acrur€d epl,dimrcly . qu.ncr of rh€
rotrl British qznim€ production.

Dct lls of th. r6H *'hich mey havc
tnteGred the €n€my Includcd tr! trids
5',4.lncb Bound cl@c. 'igid fr.m€
dur rend€d to brczl 16 dM.fub€ b.t.N
rhc atsinS heed, b6idcs loo6€ninS DRb
tethi its rdtc-8@ only padrny
pot.ct d by . cuvrd colcr. behhd
which w6 a g.€e otpplc for .rch v.tve
auidc; it5 acrchdSe lir*agc that mrq
r€sultiog h no botton (or top) g€er; its
vinuSe-style h€.dldp p.on8s lh.t bmk€j
its hck of i builr.ln .ir clemcr: irs pcrrol
t2ik rhar split;  s M.gdyno rhat cerD€

.&ifti its rcrr hub thar $tu Aoo kro!€
fxhg studs; ..d it! gdhcn thur wd cd
lme, ofr€n cult!ts h thc fortcd lua at
th€ top w€.rln8, *tich rh.n brct s,hcn

The wD l6H Ndton ts. dclcd.nt of
rrrc frst 49occ (79 x roorm) stdc.rdt!.
of r9ll ddd€n in drc TT .het }! r bv
James P. llorton hrm!ct(, aaa irrc tr1i
singlc'Bea bcltdrir€ BS md BRS
machinc' &2t folo$rd Knoq,n frlt es the
Modd 16 Eirh. htgh g.ound clczdrc.
6:.mc br coloLl urc, in r92t tt .cquit€d
. lN or 'bom€" tec, limilar to th.r 6rsa
us€d in th. l92O TT - hcoce l6H. Up-
dated, tr continucd ln producrtm unril
195,1, aDd r.m.rincd tn mtltr.ry *ntcc
untn l9@.

Allhougb t'y r93a rhc l6H No.ron h.d
tot ly-dclGcd rnd tclrh'clylubdet.d
rdFf,c.r, rhc Var Dqnrtmor cho6c thr
1937 isioo- In mo6t r€soccn idoticd to
the oc.r-vinr.gc 1931 duchh€ (thc fi6r
to havE dry-sump lub.lc..ion ard thc M.8-
dyno positlorcd b€hLd thc cylindd) by
1937 it hzd bc€n ufdzted rirh . four,
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Side Side
ood rto.i6 burt lomctituc' b€
micr€d bcc.ule . muchcduccd



s?€ed, positivc-srop, foocchoge Norton
ScrbG .nd clurch, chect sprincs on Oe
6ont iorL rd a rclEae-contror rerutaor.
Finally, ro comptm€nt rhe "trtrtt.t-mc.
rhe \rD t6H q6 8iren sliShrty t()qt 8ee
mdo3, aimGr idrot.rl to sidRr mrim or
the cil'ltiao Mchin€_

M€dttme, whttst B.ilish DRs wcr€ slor-
glnS drcn rigid-t'eed toolhi@crs
through the dusr ad srnd of Nonh Afri..
,nd rh€ mud of Eulop€, then Idio
counle pans rcre .etuctady tghtina rh€
wr md .iding what ft€qu€drty seoed
orry dightly moditred mc6, mostty
equippcd with sophistiotcd, fdcrion-
ddp€d, ss4nginS am red susp€nsion.

Ode, th€ purpo6e-bunr Moto cuzzi Alce
(4lk), had m iol€r.oE -.xhausr (roe) our,
slde o'vh€el "brcon sticd" edcioe l.id
ho.izont2.[y h the Fame in unit wirb a
four-spced hmd-chage a@tq, md
ovetsqua.e dimeosios of aa x a2rnm
gving a capacity of 49acc. The .car
susp€u'on qzs . @e.led cmr ever con,
troll€d by oil sprinAs tn compression
b€r@ ore engin€ md etb@.rype biction.
dmpcfs on eiiher sidc. md. litre the r6H
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Norton, its atder fo.* b.d rwo chect

Produc€d ftom r9t9 to 1945. rh€ ^lce
ournumb€red oth€r moror <rcl6
€upplied ro th€ Iratim mtltrary aod e"6
succeded ln 1946 by &e simtlr lookinq
Sup.idc€ (supcr€lk), Itich, b€li.ve it o;
no! remained in producrioq unchaqed
io r[Ecifictioo, unrl 1957

Llke the Al.c (bur unrik rhe t6H) rhe
5up€r.lce, r@, $25 built for the iob dd
tr.d similt cfcle parts, bur the Dore
spony pushiod-opcnred 8A * a2mm
overhed-r"alvc engioe of &e Alces mili-
tary pr.decsr, the cTV of 1915. With
cxpoEd vdi€-g@ md hairpin nlv€
spnn8s, it produced l8_5bhp .t 4,30orpm.

Th€ tT me comprises a bo<-s(ttoll top
mdber, widely splayed rwin d()m tub€s,
md se3r compoo.ot cosisrrog of plar6
trut suppon the '€a fort ud *{rtch ex-
tend forw?d b€low the engine. .tft€. dts,
come.tinS lhe pcriol ud oil p'p6, rwo
t'olts belw the cvtnder od a botr und€r
the ftont sddle. rbe *hole fod:rd
s<tlon is r€m(nble, l€avtng the €n8ine/
Searbon unit in place conveniendy

mounted on tbe mNive rotto. centc
sta.d and t!{ *trccl. A tunher fearurc i3
the huge, bur pracrical, side st6d, n@lv
two feer lon& md *ith a 3%-inch foor _
suely srooS coough to suppo.r a ratrk

Just 6 Nonon hed done, Moto cuzzi,
t@, _ r.ced 6.om rhc b€8innh8, md
norcned up victory in ih. SOOcc ctae! of
th€ &rga norio in stcity - thc ffrst vtu of
mmufrcture - folotrEd t'v a win in tbe
192,1 Europef chmpionship wirh r
498cc ovcrheid.c.mshaft fouFrdve v€r.
siod thar produc€d 25bhp witb .
na:imum spc€d of93mph.

And, in 1915, rhe all.conque.tnr Rudses
and Nonons w.rc @qutshed bt narU.v
vbod5l Udtwicht and s€ntor fi wina:
th€ laner .t r€cord speert on a 49&! tO2.
aegrc vee-twin aEaSc'nent of lhe
clrsic l.]our. .eputed to produce in cx-
ces of 'obhp. Not onty rc.c Sradevs
loM vlclroriB rhe ffil by . foreian
macnin€ since t9lt, but rh.v ke de
the frst €ve by a sprung tme moto.

Imontiv€ Moro Guzzi went on to ln-
duce tace6 *.irh rhc, four od, 6nark
€ight cylind6, *'litsr cor*nzriE
Brrceb.idgc Srr€r stuck obsttn t€lv ro
then outnoded sinale until the cod, bur

Jek Dicnst's v.ry oriAinal bur wt,uscd
\vD l6H No.ron poudty re6 th. iEiqnt.
or his old unit - th€ lO DR Sccrion ofrhc
'dr (rondon) Corps of Sign"ls - od hr!
emy eorlshop m&king! stmp€d on rhe
ctuxclle, q'hilsr a bra Dta.e i6td€ rh€
roolbo< dcno.6 thrt its t;r vD ore.h.ul
w4 tn 1953.

Dlfrculr to bcli€ve, but p€r6 H.nish
edy r93osl@bng Moto cuzzi Supcr.tce
with iis expos€d r"lK 8d w6 |lhu-
frctured *rcdy 14 rca6 lat.r rhe thc
l6H, ln 1953, .rd is onty a stichrlv modi.
6ed v6lon of thc nFt mitira.i Moto
Guzi. rh€ GT. 17 of 1932.

Serce in th. uK bur common io It ly
tr 96 imponed i. l9a3 od pu.chr$d in
r9a6 60r 1600. afte. ch.naina rrands
s€vrrl rirn6. lncorccdy, thc i6pon
dootm€nt stat6 rhat th€ SuDcrrlce ws
mdufacruGd in l9l7i nor surprtjtu in
qfl or rrs nd.vt'|t g€ .pp€amce.

^ motof cyclist since 1912, J.ct Di6t
(tuI nam€ Hcnr|2m John Fr€dcrick
Di6r) ioined dre Royal CorF of stgn r!
2s a volunreer D& .nd late bccamc a ft-
tion fitte., tbrouSb  fihur Doumeb
rhme in Ttie Moro. Crcle "He sccm€d
Itte God ar th€ timc - I hecworshiDD€d
hlln - but 2frer a shon time in the a;y r
felt dlferod'a" Jrck laugbcd.

His r6H h.a/rns bcen valcmrcoH...
Jack *as tmined ro maL. bcech'lDirhrs.
but $h€n hc rcnr arhor€ on $r Non;n
rt Ngi6 lr s"s d6n I ship,s ganaMy,
not throuah the briny. l[,ho we ..riEd
in No.th Aftica we didtr'r nccd a rord b{.c
oy mo.c; *€ nedcd . t i.ls rn4hin€
wirh ploty of Sround ct@c. - th€
mor€ rbc b€ner - so lona as it h.d rhc
plonk ofz Bidc-ialve cngine. Thc r6H *"t
ncvcr d6ig.cd for cross-countly *ort. _ .
it wa choccn by sorne tdiot in thc Va'
O6ce-'

P.r.r E rd! Stycs P{rrct Cltck . X&J..t Drc$t prrfc.3 6. staud€ ot tj! l6lt.



Explaifling rhar he prefe.red rhe
'simpli.iil 2nd comparntivell esy ac.es
sibilir) of rhc old t(,H Norton. a co.r6
pondent wrorc in a letre. published in
Moror Cr.ling i^ 19.i2 The bikes in my
unii cover antirhing up ro 16,000 ditcs a
yed dd wc havc a latt No.ron srill on
thc .oad which h6 three cmpaigns,
seven couot.i6 and l0,0OO milcs to its
c.edit, and slill goes. '

cotrldJacks be (he verv one? To judSc
by rls wo.n rappets and guidcs that pump
oil likc ! Norrh S€a oil ri8 onro rhc iimi.g
side of the c.gine (md onro the .idefs
tDor), irs sbppy gea.chrnge (no borrom
a(d), rnd irJ lcakinS pcrrul rrnl( I' migtrr
wcll be. Pcrhrps nor. rh,rugh, for ir sren\
hore likcly to have ar leat tuur cam
paiSns !) irs crcdir. nor th.ecl "Neve.the-

Iess, quipp€d Jack, 
'borh rhe ma.hine

and its .idcr re genuinc \vo.ld \vr Two

''lncidenrally, I have come !.ro$s a tor
ofmoi()r cycles I have deve. hedd of,.rl
of whi.h are .orablc for doise, hai.pio
rdvc sp.'n8s. unit consrrucriod od
sp.in8 h-,mcs .. rt(har wouldn r we give
ror tue suspcnsion on our models," wore
Sigom. F. W. Hrdson in rhe 19.{J issue of
Motot Cvclinq Gr,nam walke., roo, es
p.csing ror sprung Fmes: The Nonh
Aridcan .ampaian h6 iaught oany l6$ns,
but qotrc more imtD.ranr thd rhc need
fo. insulaiio. of rider and mounr,' he

Finished in glossy olive Brcen, Peter
Hr.is's Superal.c is obviously les used
ih@ Jack's l6H, dd u.doubtedly srill in
its o.iainal uo.6to.cd .ondition. Once of
ils nasiy€ roll-on cen..e srmd! rhe Moto
Guzzi felt h@vier, longc. md lowe. rhd
rhc Nortoo $ indecd it is - md irs.ed
handlcbG made manhandling difrcult.

Onc dcpre$ion of rhe kicksrdrer wfth
its cxpo*d quadenr sci ihe lalb oulsidc
0]"whecl spinding od p.oduced rhe
steady md vibmtionless boak tDrt bo,t
ofa staiionar_v enAirc, despne rhe enaine s
oveaqua.e dimcrsnlns aod rhe auronaric
advm.e md rerad Mdelli magner().
Al.hough 6itcd, .he valve lifter ws only
r€quired to. sropping rhe cnginc.

Id (o.r.ar, srfiinS the Nonon re-
qui.ed several kick, evcd when q€m
(has Siaim Di€nst tr€en omirting his Dailt
T6Ls?), bur once siancd, md rhe icdition
retardcd, ir plonk€d as well a rhc
Supe.alcc. rlr'hat rhr Nonon tacks in
dlvhccl eff€ct is (ompensarcd by ir5looS

Engagitrg botroh 8ed f:om neurEl on
the Supenlcc by p.es\iog doMqdds
with th€ heel oo rhe rocking-pedal gee
l€ver p.oduced rhe crunch lirer.lly Un
doubtedly, ihe ext.emely wide-.ario, nod,
cotrsian.-mcsh. fourspeed cruh" 8ea
box is ils le$r artncrive fcarurc. ed is
trest sumnrised by impressions ofa 195o
Supcral.r published somc years a8o:
Changng gear is a floisy and violcnr

operarir)n. Y{)u pu|l in rhc .lutch, .tosc rhe
thronle and waii v/hcn lhe i\vheel b6
lrr ihe eogtnr sbw .o idling spccd you
stamp dosn hrd on the rocking.pedal
gear lclcr. lt usually sounds 6 if alt rhe

A Orltr cor.._t d6 rhe No'ton qlrc 8@. cooplet w h 8rea3f dppl6 sd oU' m6: lbe
supcaKf rur a ]Lt 8e app€1llnc, etrh plenry ofoqoled m€ch$bDs. bur not< rh.

8ex5 r. b.eakin8 up. bur you !x,n 8er

Howeve., with ca.€ and paiience rnd
Miring undl rhe cngjoe .eally war idlitr8
belb.e chmginS 8etu, up or doM, cog-
woppiog (ould be effe.rcd wirh odly
only a clonk. Ir's a slow md dmbeGome
busine$, rhough, chanSing doM
sp(ially, md ir w$ some miles before
iop could be engagcdi finally rchieved by
.€aly n.m p.esu.c on the levcr

Remoicly mounredi thc gear lc!€r is
coon(red by a .od ro rhe rDsitive-srop
m€chmism, whi.h. unlike rhe Nonon s, is
unmclosed rltly ever did the Iialid
mihary nor sp(ify rhe .onsror-mesh
tDx of the Falconci but then why did the
British \vr Ofrce opr for the 1917 vcr
sion of th€ larH Norron w h irs expced
!arve-8ea.? ou.s is not to .econ why

Apalr from its inability to eDgage bor
tom ge6. du. to the sloppy lintage,
neither thr No.toa's exc€llenr coostdr
mesh gea.box nor its clutch could b€
frultedi sta.tinS in lh€ 935 to r secood
8ed dd slit pin8 the clutch w6 no pbb.
l€m. \ve rdely ufd bottom gee fo. pul-
ting awy and even in mud you could
plonk along okay in scood the Norion
clutch is e rcbusr it will stand any
@ount of slippioS," re.alled Jack

Howeve., the lo.idch gedlever with  5
lonS t.avel mcdt moving the lioor from
the .6t each rime. ged wd dangcd, up
o. doM, od Jack .ecalls that, Iike most
DRs wbo .ode Norions, he hooked rhe
hcel of his ridina b@t undcr the lever
whed chanSina dom.

The Sup€nkc s besr feaiurc is un.
doubicdly irs ingenious reve.*d cmri
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mdd.en8lne sprlng bor.



jhe ):no1.dld m: €E b1r |h. udrep.d ptunse sp€Gror &z .bte rn leje; MorcuE . c.r.lle.rcd suqp.osior *lr9 bttsduc.d lo 19t6. coorml.d by dbd .tanpcB ed
fou sprtngs ud€r lb. mSh..

f5:trifllt ffi'ff"'"-;3;ii",ili";; fffi" 
courd be 'id'ren 'hrnds otr Ndi F.hrer€$a'v b.ibed somebodv in

;r;:**#;:ff"i*r*:l'"i'tix l:l,,"-1.,t:i"q!$#i#irij{H $fu1;:?lri3::ii:#:.ru
f#::q,i-rui:+:Hr,f i##n##$;:"#t"FT:::;;$:.*l.t";fr.T{i::.t'ft{;:*1tr
ruffi !i!t*:ff ,Tilir-**s*lKffi ":u::1"*T;'::ll**::m",i*ti:.Jfl*ii[ffi;
J$,r.*'"T:1*if"[1x*T:fif ir#.5H,d;ut*Lr.# j*n:j;#]t" j*.J j,f"_"Jxnfu ::vided with rhe sinsre hud adjuster oi the rertuded a 

"nitre. 
!/rh ;; ;;;iT.;;iii iJ,riij ni.-, ""o ""a ,r,. kids unrl werl

i#i'::fT:T'H.1""*:y:""#,"ftl :.;r"i:':,.Lf;.,iJ:.'i,ff"s":J*,T n:*1i#[."*:::."r*]1it,i.jsho.te. qtelbase aod thditionar No.ron sher hole had doe b€en found. 
-_ - 

ii.;" -rrit".y "-*. had noished, bur rhei,iltilt.: *i :f::*:'::'"ff* ff d,:* R;:,Tr,::Tfigln _'$:,:tr :!mmr*;;*;h"g[t*:;
RUSSELL MOTORS

1251127 FALCON ROAD,
CLAPHAM JUNCTION, BATTERSEA,

LONDON SWl1 2PE
TEL: O1-22a 1714 (ctosed Wednesoavsr

NORTON 16H - JUST SOME OF OUR PARTS

Et{ctt{E
Hsad $slst . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . each f2.50
b8sa gasxel , . . . . . . . . . . . , . each f0,30
H e a d n u t s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . e a c h f 0 . t 6
H e a d  s t u d s  . . . .  . .  . . . . e a c h f 0 . ( |
6asa nurs . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  each fo.a l
8as4 studs . , , . . . . . . , , . . . . , , . , each m.ao
Cylinder linels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . each f,t5.00
Eig ends . . .  . .  .  .  . . .  . .  f25.00
r m a l  e n d 9  . , .  . .  . .  . .  . . .  , , .  . . .  . .  f a . m
C a m  b u s h e s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  s e r f t 2 . 0 o
Tappel  guides . .  . .  . . .  . .  Dai r f ! .0o
l v a i n  b € a i n g s  . . . . .  . . . . . . .  .  e a c h  f 6 . 5 0
Crankcds€ {bale)  . .  . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  .  f :F.m
O l p u m p t e l l r a l e  . . .  . . .  . . .  f 1 . 0 0
r r m r n g  c n e s t  .  . .  . . .  , , .  . . .  , , .  , . .  . .  f 2 0 . 0 i l
Vaivespings . . patrB.m
varve gurces . .  . .  . .  . . .  . .  . . .  .  oach t3.00
Valve collets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . pair 11.00

cEln80x
G$r |ever . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . .. f6.00
M a i n s h a t t  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  f t 2 . 0 0

cE RBOX lcont.l
L a y s h s f t  . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . .  f i 0 . 0 0
Sl€eve gearbushes . .  . . . . . .  . .  eachf l .d0
lvainshaft qear b6hes . . . . . . . each f2.00
L a y s h 8 f t b u s h e s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  € a c h 1 2 . 0 0
Mainshaft brcnle ftrustw.sher ._... fa.50
V s  s p  n s  . . . .  . . .  . . . . .  .  .  . . .  f l . S o
v s  s p r i n g  c o v 6 r  , , ,  . . , , ,  ,  , , .  , ,  f l . a 0
F / c  s p  n g s  .  . . .  . . . .  . .  . . .  .  p a n e l . 5 0
u s a r  p o r . l € r  .  . . .  . , , .  . . . . , . .  , , .  . . .  f t _ m
C l u r c h  n u t  .  . . .  . . .  _ . . . . . .  . . . .  . . . . . .  t 0 . 6 5
C l u l c h s p r i n g s  . . . . . . . _ . . . . . . . . .  s e t f i 2 0
C l u t c h  s p r j n g  s t u d  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  e a c h f t . 2 0
Clurch spdng botr . .  .  . . . . .  each t0.2S
C l u l c h  r o d  .  . .  . .  . . .  . . .  . .  . . .  . .  f t . o o
Clutch rprocket inssns . . . . . . . . . .  sel  !5.00

CYCIE/ACCESSORTES lcont)
Erake drum sleeve bolrs . . . . . . . eacht1.50
Erakeshoe springs . . . .  . . . . . .  eacht0.60
Chain adjunerbols& nuc .. oatr ftr.80
Frcnt saddle brsclsr .. .. .. f2.00i, foundfoorresrrubb€rs . . . . . .  pant5.50
M a g  d y n o p o i n t s  . . .  . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  f 2 . 5 0
Rear stand bol ls/nuts . . . . . . . . . .  oai f l .00
D y n a m o b r u s h e s  .  . . . . .  . . . .  .  ; a r r f l 5 0
Pattsm voltags legulator . ... .. .. 4t5.00
6in Lucas im & dome glsss . . . . . .. ft.00
l r a c r l 8 c e a m m e l e r s ,  , . . . . . .  . .  . .  f € . 8 0
Chaincise rubb€| wide o. nanow .... fa.S{)
tycett $ddle badge ... . . ft.25
Handlebar clamps .  . . .  .  ser€10.00
u r  p r p e s  . .  . .  . .  . . . .  o a r f T . m
Pekoltank bolts . .  . . .  . .  . .  each m.A)
Handlebarond plugs . . . . .  . .  . .  each e2.00
Photocopy otW0l6HWshoD Manuat . fs.g)
Sl€8ing dampsr knob . .  . .  . . .  . .  . .  fa.m
R f t r c h a i n g u a . d  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  f 2 5 . 0 0
Petrclpip€s .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . . .  . .  . . .  pair f i t .5t l

THE CLASSIC MOTOA CYCL€JUNE 1937


