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Thanks to armv surpluses, Moto Guzzi's 'moose'brings alternative motorcycling to

ftili'i radicat young. Story and photo Paul Bompard'
AT FlRSTglanc€, lhe Moto Gurr i
Supsr Alce 500cc single looks much
old€rthan i t  is.  The absence of
tsl€scopic susponsio n, the exposed
valvs 966r,  the sh6pe ol thstank,the
s6parate seals, sv€rything down to
the long, low dim6nsions ol  the f  rams
suggssts a bike l rom lhe lhini€s or
forlies 16th6rthan the fifties.
Appropriately,  in hal ian'alc6'  me6ns

Guzzi bui l t  the Super Alce, which
succ€sd6dthe w6rt imealce,
€xclusiv6ly for the l la l ian army
betwe6n 1947 and 1958. Althe same
time the factory w6s making lhe 500cc
Falcone in Turismo and Sporlvsrsions
forths civili6n market and th€ police.
The Falcons and the SuperAlce hav6
many things in common, including lhe
engin6 layoul and short-strote
dimensions l88x 82mm) and ths
outsid6 f lywheel-  8ul  whi ls th€
Falcone is modern and man6geable,
the SuperAlce is a kind of
two-wheeled armou16d c6r. A
shortcoming, perhaps, butalso a
oual i tvthat owners se€ as an
advantage -they love tel l ing how
cars usual lycoma offworst in
col l is ionsl

unusual l6alures include a s€cond
s€t of handtebafs for lhs Di l l ion r ider
and a rearseat mounted 6bouteight
inches aboveth€ driver's. The extra
handlobarB were nec€ssaryto 6void
th6 p6ssenger having to hold ontolh€
driver 's throat,  which would hardlv
have look€d impressivein mi l i lary
oarades, R6ar susD€nsion consists ot
i  cassJul l  of  sp. ings und€r the
6ngine, the spr ings bsing compressed
as the swanging 6rm moves up. A
scissors-typ6 friction s h ock abso rber
isfittsd.

Everything s€sms builtto last; lhe
centrestand could hold up a
msdium-siz6d c3r. the side stand is
almosltwo feet long and has a melal
disc morethanthree inch6s in
dj6meteratth€ t ip for use in mudor

Ease ol access tothe
unit-conslruct ion €ngine is simple,
Theframs is bui l t  in two parts,  and by
disconn6ct ing lhe oi land p€trol  pipes
and a couple of bol ls beneath the
cyl inder hsad, the €nl i r€ front of tho
chassis folds up and back, rem6ining
hingecl,  i f  d6sired, undsrth€ r id€rs
sa6t.  Wh6n a SuperAlce sngine is
ov€rhauled, normalpractic6 is to
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remove ths front of th€ bike, leaving
th€ powor train in one pioc€ whi l6the
rearwheeland th6 centre stand acl  as
a convenient work bench. Thus anY
job shorl  ofopening th€ crankcasac6n
be performedwith lh€ engins bolt6d

h isafahlywidely held opinion,
howsv€r, th6tthe SuperAlc6 was
obsol6t6 th€ day itwentinto
product ion. And i l  is almost inc.edibls
that i r  was st i l l  b6ing bui l l  in 1958, and
was us6d bvthe army unt i l the late
sixt i€s. There is also a suspicion that
thearmv mav, forwhat6ver reasons,
have boughl aboutthree t imes as
manv SuDerAlces 6s i t  need€d,

Bui this was fonunats for one group
of motorcvc lists wh s n the
9ov€rnment auctionsdtho bikes ofi in
lots, mostlvto breakers'vards and
armv'surplus dealers. This coincided
with the big-bik€ boom ol 1969-71,
when new motorcYcles wers bought
as fast,  shiny6nd expensivetoys
ralherthan a simple means of
transDort6lion- Some motorcy€lists,
how€ver, rejected lh€ philosophy of'the more cylindsrs, lhe haPPier ths

h bscams lsshionable among lhe
letrisl yolrng and the radical chic to
renovate Suoer Alces, not because
the bik€s wer€ b€tt€r than the Falcone
orthe Gi lera Salurno, bul  becauss
thev w616 avai lable in larg6 numbors
atthrowaway pricss. Th6 SuperAlc€
also reprss€nted lhe anlith€sisof new
Japan€s€ bikos,6s i lcould b6 r6paired
and maintain€d fair ly €asi ly.  And i l
se€med a return, on a big bike, io a
romanlic styl€ of motorcycling,

Cons€ouentlv, a numb€r of
m6ch6nics becam€ sD6cislists in
r€slof ing and r€paking Super Alcas.
Probablvth€ best lnown is P6l169rini ,
in Rome,who ssrvic€s al l the Falcones
and GuzziWs used by the ci ty polace

'Ev6r sincethe earlyf i t t ies l 'v€ been
reconditioning Super Alcss sold by
th€ army. Af ler a cenain number ol
mi les, or i fa repairwas l ikelyto cost
morelhana c6(6in f igure,ths armY
would practically throwth6m awaY
and buy new ones,' €xpl6 ins
Pel legr ini ,  who is in his latessvent ies.
'But in recsnlyears people hav6
srarted treating th€m lik€ antiques.
Last year an American boughl f ive'

SDares are readi lv avai labl€, sv6n i f
they seem to befal l ing intoth6 hands
of a continually shrinking numb6r ot

doalers, whi€h inevi tably sends uP
prices. Er i l  o^e 6dvanlage of the
SuperAlceislhal  i twas bui l t  so
sturdily that spares are needed only

The '1950 Super Alce pictured hers is
owned by StefanoVel la,  a Rome
doclor,  and hisstoryistYPical.  He
bought i l  in 1973 for 6bout f80. For the
nextsixyears h€ enioyed working on
the machine in smal l  bursls of act iv i tv.
and nowhasaf ine running bike he
rideslo the hospital  dai ly.

TheSup€rAlce is indeed a classac,
to be used as a m€ans ofevsrydaY
iransport .  Returning i l  to or iginal
aooearance is nota problem, asthe
only 'or iginal '  f in ish possible is matt
ol ive oreen and no chromel Most
SupeiAlce owners remove the
legshislds and ths second sst of
handlebars. The shields are uslv and
almosl usel€ss, whi le in 6n accident
the bars can trap the passenger,  and
they make get l ing on and off  the bike

On the road, the long whe€lbase
takos a cenain amount of effort in taghl
corners. Ths brakes ar€ almost
non-existsnt, and riding fast in city
traff ic msans qui le oft6n havingto
decid€ which sid€ ofthe car lhat has
just stopped in front olyou has more

Chansing gea. is a noisy and violent
opsrat ion. You pul l  in the clulch, c los€
thethrott le and wait .  Whsnthe
f lvwhesl has lei  the €ngine slow to
tdl ing speed you slahp down hard on
th€ rocl ing-p€dal gear levsr.  l l  usual lY
sounds as i f  al l the gears are breaking
up, butyou soon getused io i t ,

Top speed isabout65mPh, butthe
SuDer Alce can cl imb a sl ight hi l l  in top
qe;r at  l0mph, or a slesP hi l l  in
6onom at 1mph. In Rome lrat f ic lhat
has a No(on Commando sl iPPing i ts
clutch in bottom, the Guzzi chugs

Roadholding is bumpy bui safe, and
surpr is ing 6ngles of lean can be
achieved with a set of Dunlop TT100s
Ths r ide can bster i ly ing forthe
passenger,  however,  psrched high up
behind ths dr iver wirh 6 ctea. v iew
over his head and precarious s€6l ing
onthshard. s l ippsry rear Pad Bu!
once th€ Supsr Alce's idiosYncraciss
have bsen 6ccept€d, il becomes a
magnificenl piecs ol transport Not
l66st of its atlraclions theso d6vs rs
that i lwi l l rsturn upto 80mPg.




